United States Patent and Trademark Office 



liMTEI) l ies DEPARI MEiNT OF COMMEKCii: 
United States Patent and Tnideniark OfTke 
AddKss: COMNflSSIONERFOR PATESiK 
P.O. Bat 1450 

AicxxDcbria. Vii$hib 223l}-l450 



APPLtCATlONNO. 


RLINfCJ DATB 


VUiSl NA^iED IN\'KNT0R 


ATTORN BY rKX:KET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. | 


10/760,038 


01/15/2004 


Tei'Fn Chen 


B-4835 620337-1 


»7S6 



75!*a O6.'0«/2005 

C/OLADAS& PARRY 
Mavis S. Gallenson, Esq. 
Suite 2100 

5670 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90036-5679 



EXAMfNER 



ART UNIT 



SAVAGE, M\TTH£W O 



PAPERNUNIBER 



1724 

DATE MAILED: 06.''08.'2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 

10/760.038 


Applicant(s) 

CHEN. TEI-FU 


Examiner 

Matthew 0. Savage 


Art Unit 
1724 





- Tho MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nfiay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to (X)mmunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Ciaim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) M Claim(s) 1-28 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[3 accepted orb)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) induding the coirection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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12)D Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-14, drawn to a device for purifying a liquid stream, classified In 
class 21 0, subclass 203. 

II. Claims 15-28, drawn to a method for purifying a liquid stream, classified in 
class 210, subclass 748. 

Inventions II and I are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case the apparatus could be used to carry out another and materially 
different process, for example, to disinfect a gas. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
nnatter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

1) This application discloses two species of filter and radiation device 
arrangements including a radiation source located upstream of the filter as shown in 
FIG. 1 (species 1 , see FIG. 1), and a radiation source located downstream of the filter 
(species 2, not shown in any of the drawings). 
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2) This application discloses two species of filter configurations including a 
double filter (species FC1 , see claims 9-1 1 and 23-25 and FIG. 3a) and a single filter 
(species FC2, see claims 12 and 26, not shown in.any of the drawings). 

3) This application discloses the following species of filter materials for the inner 
filter of the two layer filter (see claims 1 0 and 24) including fiber filters (IF1 ), stone filters 
(IF2), carbon filters (IF3), and porcelain filters (IF4). 

4) This applicafion discloses the following species of filter materials for the outer 
filter of the two layer filter (see claims 1 1 and 25) including porcelain (0F1 ), activated 
carbon (0F2), and polymers (0F3). 

5) This application also discloses the following species of filter materials for the 
single layer filter including fiber filters (F1), stone filters (F2), carbon filters (F3), polymer 
filters (F4), and porcelain filters (F5). 

Applicant must elect one species fi-om each of groups 1 and 2. 

Applicant must elect one species from each of groups 3 and 4 in the case that 
the species 1 is elected. 

Applicant must elect one species from group 5 in the case that the species 2 is 
elected. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species of the claimed invention: 

Claims 2 and 1 7 correspond to species 1 : 
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Claims 3 and 1 6 conrespond to species 2; 

Claims 9 and 23 conrespond to species FC1 ; 

Claims 10 and 24 correspond to species FC1 and IF1-IF4; 

Claims 1 1 and 25 correspond to species FC1 and 0F1-0F3; 

Claims 12 and 26 correspond to species FC2 and F1-F5. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1,4-8, 13-15, 18-22, 27, and 28 generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MP EP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or cleariy admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
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the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 1 03(a) of the other Invention. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew 0. Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm, 
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